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ESTES _ RI RELIES, 4 


vo To the © Reader, [2 
| Lreat unkindnueſs, and bardeſt meaſure, in bis, opi. | 
” Rijon, reviu: bim;to bis dammage in T0 | $ 
and Name, indita cauſa. And where the Former þ 
of them might poſſ bly be difpenſed with in ſilence; | 
the latter yet. zs better than precious. Oyntment | 
ſaith the Preachet; and rather to be choſen than 
-grea- riches, #n the- Wiſe mans judgmen F. - And. | 
therefore although That may be deſpired of, at 
paſt all Ker I » "tis hoped that -This away not |. 
withftatding find relief,þy publr rſbing of theſe Noter, L 
He hath: great reaſon to look npon*bimſelf as going þ- 
off this 7 p08 of Earth apace ;"and after the ap 
proving of his ſoul to God, be would beglad (ke 
thinks, with ##nocency ) to leave an Honeſt Me. | 
| mory bebind him. - : And he catineverthink, that | 
open Diſl6yaley:,' or Loyalty ini Maſquetade "s 
pen (3 therewith confiſtent. Which PrinciplebeÞ 
ſb ſome Church-Diſſenters of his acquain. | 
—_ at ſeriouſly think of, and heartily Ef. } 
fouſe; oboe buſineſs tif (and m vravifeſt proff | 
of their own foul guilt too }) walignantly to calunt. | 
. wiate boneft, though late Conformiſts, that aſſert | 
#;/as Renepado's and 'Apoltites. * As if the fear | 
of ſuch folks clamonr nuſt cripple duty, and ſtifle} 
truth ! But, alas ! where worldly Intereſt is Mens 
whole Religion ; no marvel, if Hypocriſy there | 
take any ſhape to ſerve that Idol; and Tnſp:re them 


with 


F-- 'To + Reader. | 
43 with Diana's Crafts-men's Zeal.  agcinfl 


All - 
E ed to bring their cxaft in danger of bei 
F nga hr. And if 0. ah No ge ra: 
| And they "Dis 1 to tell the reaſon, of their out-rage ; 
| # will be done in Micali's Words , Ye take away 
+ my gods ; and what have I more? But if theſe 
| Papers; which are ſome Months elder than 
- Authors Safer Y _ did Fic rs there were 
| -of coptconis ucb @ thing, Ut emptions 
to the Coed, parlres parade. and 
| A edition,cncouraging Lozalty and 3 prove 
wt Es ful to reclaint ow L, or any 
ren th 


lS: > Fontan F notbing doubt, hot he ot 
= charity, they will ſtop the month of, cxrſt Ma- 


| Of , and prove a Pledge for the ſincerity of 
| &e Author, Which, on the Inſtance of better 
. Heads then bis own, hab brought them thus into. 
Pet and not, I truft, without a Bleſſhng 
with : fs 
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Pal” XXL rn. | 
The King ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, O Lord : 
"and in thy Salvation bow greatly ſbail be 


\HE Contents of. this P/alzv, plainly re- . 
ſpe, the many Mercies and Deliverances 
- God hag vouchſafed to_ its Author Da- 
7 vid.” And 'tisa Pſalmof Praiſe, and Pray- 
wo: er 3 compoſed in the Churches Name, 
F and for its Uſe, in the Publick Worſhip. Witneſs the 
F Title 3 To the Chief Muſitian a Pſalm of .David. For 
F Devid's Pſalms,and others allo, were by Divine Appornt- 
'F ment to be Sung with | Mufick. in the Solemn Aflem- = 
| blics : as may be ſeen,” 2 Chror. 7. 6. and 29. 25, 27, 
'F 28, 30. Bur there is a difference in the wording. of - 
| them. Some Pſalmrrun inthe Awhor's 3 others, in the 
| Chirches Name : as the Anthor, or the Church may be 
| more- eſpecially concernd in the Thankſgiving, or Sup- 
plication, or both, therein contain'd. Out of many 
Þ# Examples,onely obſerve; That the Twenty third P/alm 
| is wholly in the Azthors ; this Twenty firſt in the Chur- 
hes Name. There, the F7rſt Perſon is altogether uſed : 
| Here, the Third. © In that the Author ſpeaketh of himſelf 3 
| The Lord is my Shepherd; and I ſhall not want: And {o 
{ On, to the End. | 
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Phl XXL x. 


The King ſoall Joy FL thy ſtrength , 0 Lord: 
and in thy Salvation bow greatly ſbail be 


3 rejoyee © 


\HE Contents of. this P/2/ze, plainly re- 
ſpe, the many Mercies and Deliverances 
od had vouchſafed to its Author Da- 
vid. And 'tisa Pſalmof Praiſe, and Pray- 
er; compoſed in the Churches Name, 


* andfor its Uſe, in the Publick Worſhip. Witneſs the 
Title ; To the Chief Muſitian a Pſalm of .David. For 
" David's Pſalms,and others alſo, were by Divine Appoint- 


'F ment to be Sung with Muſick in the Solemn Aflem- 
|} blics: as may be ſeen, 2 Chroz. 7. 6. and 29. 25, 27, 


b> 


128, 30. But there is a difference in the wording of 

| them. Some Pſalmsrun inthe Author's ;, others, in the 
| Churches Name: as the Axthor, or the Church may be 
| more. eſpecially concern in the Thankſpiving, or Sup- 


ication, or both, therein contain'd. Out of many 


| Examples,onely obſerve 3 That the Twenty third Pſalm 
| is wholly in the Arthors 3, this Twenty bl 


in the Chur- 


| ces Name. There, the Firſt Perſon is altogether uſed : 
Here, the Third. © In that the Author ſpeaketh of himſelf 3 
| The Lord is my Shepherd; and I ſhall not wart: And {o 
| ON, to the End. | 


B In 


Soveraign 3 ſay the People of Iſrael.” 


| tection and Detence in:the many danxers hearty atfel } 


In this he maketh others to ſpeak of him. For Ex- Þ. 
ample 5 my Textis not, [ wil jor in thy ſtrength: intly Þ 

Satoation, T wilt refozce. But the King ſball joy: and F. 
He halt rejoyce. God's Church and People; the If | 
raelites, and Davids Subjeds; they make this" Addreh 


to God: on the Kings behalks *! "7 

To underſtand” the meaning whereof, let us more | 
porculagly conlider;.and *explain-the\ Words. \ tf ÞF. 
* FThe Kirg, | thatis, Davi4, thine, Anointed, and our 


[ Shall joy in thy ſtrength : | ſhall joy, tharks\in thy % 
might, and power put forth, and exerciſed for his Pro, Þ . 


through... -..; -xry Boch 
[Aud inthy Salvation, iz. lnthy deliverancet 
from.his Enemies, and the Victory thowhaſt gi 
over them. p41 ws | a | 
[ How greatly ſhall he rejoyce 8 By Joying before, and 
Rejozcing here, meaning 3 That he ſhall: declare, and 
expreſs great joy, and glagneſs with thanks ard praiſes ute} 
Godthe Author of all his mercies and deliverances.. Where 
in themſelves 'do allo bear their part, making ( aswsÞ 
before obſerved_) this Triumphant, acknowledgment} 
on their Kings behalf, and for his Merdies:: wo” 
A!l the ditticulty remaming is,-hether the King nl 
his SubjeFs are fo be underſtood, as praifing God itt this ths 
haviour : ſince that is not ut termes expreſſed 3 and th 
-onely faid, There ſhall be joy in Gods ſtrength, and ni 
Joycing in his ſalvation, by them. 
But this is removd eafily, by conſidering, that the - 
' plain meaning of the Phraſe, To. rejozce in Cod, or iff 
his Salvation, 1s nothing elfe 3, Than with g/a4 hearts wi 
give him praiſe. For Pjal.97.12. where 'tis ſaid, Rejojilſ 
in the Lord, the righteous. 1t it be asked, How hill 
e | thit 


633: 


F that be: done? ? i follows; in the-next words; Give rg 

| ihe: remembrance of his holineſs; But eſpetid 

| "ut-planly, ET, I; 2. 'Tis- rites Ne 2 
is 


htcons © "ler: ho nel $-th 
right... Where you. {ce, 'That in the Lori 


nothing elſe, than joyfully p A, hit. - $641 - 
3 New Teſtament, When _ Bleſs Vi argin ' agnifie 
 Imds, her Spirit rejoyced in God hor Saviour," IE. 49. 
And to give-no more inſtances, whett"ont"Seviow- re- 
Cn Hoe it, he giveth Got thanks, fins” 

And now rgo Words on us operied, "Yhinly teach ts. 
| my: Leſion': Thar (TR : 


4 Kings Selvation doth both hlige Hin, and his Leſſn. 
People alſo, to the joyful praiſe of God, that our #.. L 


\ The Church, you ſee, doth undertake; 5 both fide” 


8: mnmy Text'2 and:by her word, and prathice- ews, That 


| asthe Soverargr, a the Subjes are alike engaged. And 
tsno marvel; ſince the Goſ pel pel plainly y lays it as a Duty 
on all Chriſtians, as to make earneſt Supplications unto 


[9 God for their Soveraignswelfare, faſery, and happineſs; 


& likewiſe toreturn moſthearty*t when'ſuch 
mercy is vouchſafed.' St. Paul himſelf doth teach us 
- as plain''as words can-'ſpeak- it, in 1 T2, 2. T, 2. 

Sing, t exbort therefore, that firſt of all : that is, as one 
of the chiefeſt duties lying on you :' ſupp:ications, pray- 


F os, interceſſions 3 meaning thereby, all manner and.kind 


of petitions unto:God, that Chriſtians uſe on the be- 


Þ half of themſelves, or for their Brethren : and grving of 


thanks allo 3 be made for all men : of what Profeſſion, 


| Order, Rank, or Quality ſoeverthey be: but it follows 


there, that in a more eſpecial and particular manner, 
B 2 this 


[4] 
this is to be done, for Kings and all that are in Authority. 
So that the Prayers and Praiſes of Chriſtians are due. 
apparemly. on the behalf of: Magiſtrates; Supreme, and | 
ſubordinate likewiſe; . Kirgs,and all that are in Authority, 
And the practice of this double duty, 1s not onely en. 
. forced by the Exhortation of the Holy Apoſtles which | 
might have .abundagtly ſuffic'd for the Obligation; 1 
Exhort : Bug.there-is a further Motive and Encourage. 

. ment" thereunto ſubjoyn'd, from the benefit and advan- | 
© rage likely: to ariſe from thence unto our ſelves: it hath | 
a tendency to our leading of a quict, and peaceable life in | 
all;odlineſs, and honeſty allo. 

Now if Chriſtians were bound in duty thus towardz 
Soveraigns and. Superiors, which were but Heathens; 
ſtrangers to, and Enemies of the Goſpel, Cas was the 
Caſe when this was Written, and a-great while after); 
how muchcloſer, and ſtronger is the Tye on Us ; who 
| by God's merciful Providence, njey a Prince, that is, 

a Profeſſed open, a Defender of the Faith, and a Pro- 
teFor of theme that own it ® | 

Doubtleſs, asour continual Prayers ſhould be poured 
forth for his Protecon, and Profperity : ſo when the | 

Arm of God is made bare for his defence, and fafety, þ 
- our moſt Solemn Praiſes are doubly due to the Gad 
of His, of Our, and All Salvation. 

But that the important Duty of joyful Praifing God; 
which we are engaged mn This Day, may be diſcharged 
to the beſt advantage, my purpoſe isto lend you mine 
aſſiſtance (ſuch as 1t is) in clearing theſe Four Propo- 
ſitions unto you, and 'conchading with ſome Pradtica 
Reflections on the whole. 


<5 he 
| " The Propoſitions are 


1." At Salvation is from the Hand of God. . 
.. 2. Gods Salvation uſeth to be exerciſed towards Kings, 
in an Eſpecial manner. i | 
4 3. Onr op Soveraign is a ſignal Inftance of the care 
* #' God takes of Princes. | | 
{it g. This 5s juft occaſion A His Majeſties, and his Peo- 
' ples great Joy, and Thankfulneſs unto God. -- 


On which, follow ſhort Reflections. . 


| -+; TheFirſt Propoſition 1s : That all Salvation is from the 1. Propoſe 


kand of God. And, methinks, my Text implyes plain- 


ly: The King ſhall joy in Thy ſtrength O Lord : and: 
in Thy ſalvation, &c. Not in his own Courage, or Con- , 
- -du& 3 not in the Power and Policy, whereof he was. 
the Maſter : nor in any thingelfe ; though he wanted: 


none of thoſe accompliſhments that were tound in the 


' Greateſt Prince, and Braveſt General of the World-: : 
* but in the ſtrexgth of the Lord, and in the Salvation of 
God. So, that whatſoever Dangers are eſcaped, what-- 


ſoever Evils are prevented, or removed 3 nay, what 


ever Good ſhall be obtained; though the moſt proper | 
'means_*that-could be found, or thought on; or were m 
"Nature, had been made uſe of 5 with alF the advanta-- 


"pes, that power, art, and mduſtry could pofhibly im- 
prove them by ; yet at the laft, the ſucceſs muft be ac- 
knowledged entirely unto - God: | as without whoſe hand 


there had been no help, Salvation belongeth unto the Lord, 
Pfal; 3:8. And _— his Claim, not Any, nor all 


| the Creatures can ſet up any honeſt Title ar all. Strong 
bolds, and places of defence cannot preſerve us from ovr 


Enenucs - 


i 


[6] 
Enemies hands, much leſs, deliver us out of them, | 
Truly, in vain is. ſaluation hoped for, from the hills, and 
from the multitude of Mountains ;, as likely a retuge a; | 
they are > truly, in the Lord. our (od is the: Salvation 
Jſrael, Fer. 3. 23. Horſes are a generous kind wf.Anj: | 
mals, both ſwitt, and itrong, and ſtout; thoſe. elpeci- 
_ ally, that are bred. up, prepared, and managed for the 
'Wars. Iron Chariots, of old, were a grear Terror to 
_theEnemy, and a good ſecurityto thoſe-that had: them, 
But yet ar: horſe 3s a vain thing to ſave a_man :' Pſal.21, Þ 
17. And though ſome truſt in Chariots, and ſome in 
Horſes ; the Royal P/almiſt and+his ' friends would not | 
take that courſe : but truſt in the name of the Lord. And Þ - 
what was the iſſue? uſe were. breught down, aud;fell: 
. but theſe aroſe and ſtood npright : Pſal. 20.7, 8. - 

But Mer: you'l fay, out-do all other Creatures. And | 
what great things have been done by them 3 the Great | 
Ones eſpecially : and with Great - Armies under their 
Conduct?. Yet, vain is the help of man, Pſal.60. 14. | 
And we muſt not put oxr traſt in Princes: nor in the 
* ſon of Man; whoſoever lic be: iz whom there is no heh, | 

_ Pfal. 146. 3. Nay, zo King, himſelf, is ſaved bythe mu. | 
titude of an Hoſt 5 nor a mighty man by much ſtrength; 
P/zl. 33. 16. | 

In ſhort, the Holy -Scriptures. teach us; . That no F 
Deſign can proſper, how rationally foever be laid: 
none-Afﬀair ſucceed, how likely ſoeverinit ſelf to fpeed, 
and with whatſoever prudence and diligence.it be ma- 
naged 3. without the Lord: | Except the Lord build the 
houſe, they labour but in vain that build it. Except the | 
Lord keep the City, the watchnman waketh but in vain. 
Tis3 vain (without God) to riſe up early, fit .up late, 
and eat the bread of ſorrows, Pſal. 127. 1,2. Our very 
Food cannot nouriſh, nor fleep, refreſh 3 nor Clothes 

Warm, 


[C7] | 
wit; not Medicines heal, nor any Fndeavours profit 
us; unleſs Cod" vouchſafe a bleſſing therevvinh fo us... 
And when he intendeth any Relief to any of his Crea-* 
tares 3 it ſhall be effe&ted : although the means made. 
uſe of ſhall, be »eaz mdeed, and moft cortemptible - 
athough #»yproper, and: cortrary unto Humane Jadgtnent : , 
nay, though there be ox xt all in the caſe. * ; | 
*The holy Scuiptures do abound with: Inſtances unto 
all theſe purpoſes: and 'tis ' needleſs to recite them 3 
they are" ſo generally known. Let me anely add, 
That the Almighty 'can at pleaſhre make the very Eater 
to uffor Meat 5 and the Deſtroyers themſelves to become 
8aviors. '- He that promiſed his people, that thar Ex-' 
aors ſhould be righteouſneſs, hath often ſaved them, by 
thoſe very Hands that ſhould have ſlain them. Nothing 
# too hard for God: and all ſaluation belongs. to hiar.” 
We need not go from home to ſeek Examples for the. 
proof of this. Our late Domeſtick, and moft Deviliſh 
Plots, give ample Teſtimony hereunto : wherein, the 
very Agents in the management of them, and that ſhould 
{ have been fo in the Execution alſo; do by the wonder- 
ful hand of God prove Inftruments in the revealing, and 
difappomting of them, Which, as it beareth further 
witneſs to the Truth of Scriptures , That ſafety 3s ofthe 
Lord, Prov. 21. 31. So it eager us to joyn this day 
with the Church, in'the words of my Text 3 The King 
ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, O Lord + and in thy ſalvation 
how greatly ſhall he rejoyce 8 


"The rather to, For ' 


The Second Propoſition, which is 3 God's ſalvation 2 Prite* 


aſeth to be exerciſed in an eſpecial manner towards Kings, 
Or in other words 3 Divine Providence taketh peculiar 
| care 


_ 


tenderly concern'd therein ; as before was hinted, and 


* Cmſ- I. The Station God ſetteth theme in. 
<1anow. 2. The Charge be lays on People concerning them. 


| Coſi, 1. The ſtation God ſets them in. © Kings are by him 3 


«care of Princes. Which ſcemeth alſoto;/be mtimated in. 
my Text : in that 'tis there ſo Emphatically faid, The 

ing ſhall joy in the ſtrength of-God : and He ſhall 
-greatly rejoyce in God's Salvation : without the Ex-. 
preſs mention of his Subjets doing ſo :- though they be. 


hereafter will be fully proved. | 
And certainly, it the Fowles of the Air, and the 
very Flowers of the Field, are not ſhut out from the 
care of God : If the little Sparrows, as our Saviourdoth. 
aſſure us, Matth. 10. are intereſſed in his Providence: 
Humane Afeairs muſt claim undoubtedly a greater ſhare | 
therein, and more tender reſpe&t from thence. And | 
therefore Government of States, and Kingdoms, without 
which, nothing but Confufions, and Deſolations would | 
be Mankind's diſmal Portion ;- cannot but be admitted. F - 
to have the higheſt intereſt inthe ſame. - And ſo at laſt, Þ. 
Princes, and Chief Governors, upon whoſe Fates 3 (that | 
s, the Good, or Ill, befalling them,) the Publick and 
General Weal,, or Woe dependeth, muſt be allowed F 
to be the Peculiar concern of him, that Governeth all F 
"Things with Infinite. Wiſdom and Goodneſs. * SY 
But to put this paſt all doubt, there are Three Con-'}F 
ſiderations that do offer their effeCtual ſervice. 


3- His own very marvellous Adings for them. C 


Ordain'd, not onely *perior unto others : but Supream | 
over all their Peoflez to Rule and Govern them un- 
der himſelf, and in is own room and place. It is by | 
him Kings reign, fauth Solowoen, Prov. 8. 15. He ſets 
CD | | them 


[9] 


| fem up, faith Daniel 2. 21. Wherefotenot a Saul onely ; 


whom God particularly ' appointed to Rule his People 
Tſrael: but Eyras alſo, an Heathen Prince, 1s honour'd 
by the Mouth of God himſelf, with that high T itle, of 
being God's Anointed, Iſa. 45.1. Ard in this matter 
thereis great Harmony betweeti the Goſpel; andthe Law. 
St..-Parl tells:us, The higher powers are-God's Ordinante, 
Row: 13. 1, 2. And that they Rule as his Vice-gerents; 
Deputies, and Lieutenants : in hi- ro mand place, that 
Is, For'ver. 4. 'Tis ſaid; He 35 #6 Miniſter of God. Nay 
they ape-dignifyed 1Þ, /as'to be fiyled. Gods; of old 5; 


, 


| Exod. 22.28) Pſal.82.17. Thats, Gods'on earth 5 "as 


by 


: fore, wharſocver iuries, and affront Thall*be offer 
| unto them, they do redound to Gdd himſelF;, whoſe 


| Vice-roys to the God of Heaven and Farth : and who, by 


lys Commiſlion, are to keep good order in'the World; 


niſhing Wickednek, 'and'Vice; 0d encouraging 


gion and Vertue amongthe' Sons of Meh Wh 


'F Character: they bear; and! whoſe 'Perſon thicy repreſent. 


| 
, 
J 
5 
x 


|} ayd from him ?/ Can it be otherwiſe; than that his pe- 
clar\Providence ſhould ' be'ernigaged' for” tis Hick 
| Ofeer por Earth 3 who' derives his Tilt from, and is 
F a-lmmediate fubſtitate to the-Supreme inHeaven? -* 
| Do we not know,” That Earthly Soveraiers will, be 
careful] for the greateſt ſafety, and beſt refpet to thoſe, 


th\it. lot ſtand-to all-reaſon-then? tharithe Alnyghty 
uld own,abet; and be'efpecrtHyconcertf2 for Fir owr 
Arencrss and (int the! Execution of the Triſt re- 


4 4 


"whom they depute to ſupply thar place in Adminiftring 
| Juſtice to their Subjects? And will they not avengein- 
| Ggnitics/put upon thoſe Miniſters with” ſeverity 5 be- 
cauſe they light upon Thereſclvesat laſt, by whom they 


Fae Authorizd ? And who'can dovbt, but that the Su- 


preme Governour of the Univerſe will take equal care 
| C of 


2 Conſid. 


I. 


Our Mind. ſpake it, Prov. 24. 21. My ſon, fear thou the Lord, and | 


[ 10 ] 
of Princes, that ſtand in the like relation untohim, and 
for like reaſon 2 We may be well afjured of it. And 
ſhall be better by what follows. | 
2. The Charge God lays on People concerning thew, |f 


Godcommandeth us the Higheſt Value, Greateſt Reſped, | 


and Utmoſt Service to our Soveraigns 3 it muſt be ne. 
ceſlfarily admitted, That the Almighty hath moſt tender 
and eſpecial care for them. King Davids ſo ſtr , 
charge to his General, and other Captains, concernin 

Abſalom, for the fatety of him, and their kindneſs to 
him (2 Sam. 18.) makes it moſt manifeſt, how d:ar he 
was unto his Father, and what an AfﬀedGonate care he 
took of him. Thus an Indulgent Providence toward; 
Princes cannot but be inferred 3 fince we do find the 
Word of God ſo copious in the New, as well as Ol 
Teſtament, for exacting ſuch true and high, Devotion un. 


to Kings : and this, as rooted in our 77nd 3 fo profeſſed 


by our Monthes 3 and atteſted to by our Lives. 
To be particular; 1. It was from God that Solower 


the King : and meddle not with them that are. given i 
change. A man would think upon firſt Hearing, that 
this Counſel were directed peculiarly to our times. But 
certain tis, that as 'twas not amiſs for any age 3 fo itis 
very proper to the preſent Generation. And obſerve; 
the Precept ſerves to put our Minds into the fitteſt tem- 
per towards thoſe that are Above xs, the Heavenly and 
the Farthly Soveraign : and that's of Fear. IT knows 
This commonly coucheth under it all the Fxpreflion' 
of Love and Duty, and Obedience. But as I need not 
ſo I ſhall not#h»s conſider it here, Weel keep'it there- 
fore to its ſtricter, and moſt proper ſenſe, of Awe,-and 
Reverence, Eſteem, and Veneration of the Mind unto 
its Obje&t. So God is indeed to be firſt ſerved, as he 
: bell 


[11] 
beſt deſerveth. Firſt, we muſt fear the Lord, who is 
King of Kings : and zextz the King; who is under 
him, and over 'us. The meaning is; the Beſt opinior, 
and moſt worthy thoughts of Princes muſt be entertained by 
. The moſt fair conſtruction muſt be put on all 
their Counſels and Afﬀairs, that they can poſſibly bear, 
And we may not.dare to let looſe our Minds to other 
Methods. [For then, adiew the fear and reverence that 
we owe them.. "The Holy Preacher means this 'very 
thing, when he forbids, to Curſe the King, ſo much 2s i» 
our thoughts. Eccleſe 10. 20. Every evil, and unworthy, 
andindecent Conception of him, is to be utterly baniſhed. 
But alas! have we not in the preſent Age too many ſe- 
 cret Shimet's, at the leaſt > Whoſe pleaſure 'nis, to frame 
the worſt 1dea's of their Governours, and their Ations 
in their own minds; and art then in travel to be deli- 
yerd of them to their Neighbours on the firſt opportu- 
nity ? Yet Holy Scriptures teach us no ſuch Dodtrine ; 
but the contrary. And as we have heard, what the 
Precept here infiructs us mn : ſo we ſhall find, the Prehi- 
bition added doth confirm it 3 Meddle rot with them that 
. are given to change. Whence we plainly learn ; both, 
That Irreverence towards a Soveraign hath a tendency to 
Subverſion of his Government : and eſpecially 3- that, for 
the preſervation of our due reſpeF unto him, we ought to ſhure 
the Converſation of DiſſaffeFed Perſons to the Preſent 
Lawful Eſtabliſhment. To be givento change is commen- 
dable in nothing, becauſe it argues want of Reaſon's 
Ballaſt z and betrays the levity of a fickle Mind : but 
1s utterly to be condemn'd when it tends to a re- 
moval of what God hath Eſtabliſhd. Novelty, 'tis true, 
is but too grateful unto Humane Nature. It was ſo 
in its Innocency. But the 1ſfJue thereof was horrible miſ- 
chief | A deſire to change Foo our Firſt Parents, 

2 and 
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and all their Poſterity m lamentable Woe. Hence 
ſprung up our degeneracy from that Primitive Purity, 
wherein. we were.made.. Ard-this great {ch of Novelty 
1s-not the lcaſt part of our Degeneracy. But what vaſt 
expences of Treaſure and Lives, belides mens deareſt 
Conſciences, it hath put the World to, in the ſever 
States and Kingaoms thereof, I need not in{1{c on. For 


who can forget to. what a diſmal Paſs Three Rezlmseffþ 


our ,own were thereby lately brought 2?. 

And much more doth it therefore concern xs, to re: 
gard the good cantion from Heaven 3 to have nothi 
to do with Noveliſts 5 not to meddle with them that an 
given to. change. Of old, the Good, and old way went 
both together, Jer.6. 16. To. be.ſure, where God hath 
ſet up his Landmark, 'tis an horrible. Treſpaſs to attempt 


its plucking down. And; Kingſhip, we hear, is God:| 


own Eſtabliſhment. 1f then we will fear the Lord 31 we 
muſt, next unto him, fear the King likewiſe. That ig 
maintain the greateſt reverence, and be{t opinion of him 
in our Mind.. And this is the firſt part of God's charge 
on People towards their Soveraigns : /o ſhew the peculia 
care he taketh of thens. 


The Second and next 1s, That our Mouth be mana-f 


ged ſuttable to our Mind.. , We. muſt be always ready 
to /pcak., as.well as think,, the beſt of Princes. We ry 
by no means dare. to utter any thing reproachtul of 
them. And this 1s alfo part of ' Gol's Charge upon w 
concerning them. For Exed.22.28. "Tis Writtcn, Tha 
ſhalt not revile the Gods 5, ner ſpeak evil of the Rulers of 
thy people. Their very Title of being Gods, ſhould lay 
an awe on #2ex toward them : and God's command re- 
quires woſt Reverend Specches of them. Railings, and 
Reproaches of 'our Fquals, or Inferiours, are Unchriſti 
an Practices 3 and condemned-1a the Holy Gofpcl. But 

WA t0 
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if) | 
to ſerve Swperiors at that rates a Soveraign, eſpecially 3 
1s-much more hainous, and'to be abhorr'd, even to Hell, 
fom whence-it comes. FED Ie | 

Thofe men then can have no conſcience towards God; 
that make no conſcience to revile the Gods. For they 
have no regard to the Word of God, which doth ſo 
exprelly forbid this wickedneſs. , Let them beware, 
whoſe filthy Mouthes trade in traducing, and defaming 
the Perſons, and Proceedings of their Lawful Gover- 
nours. *T1s very obfervable 3 That when St. Paul had, 
by ſurprizal, onely eſs decently, and when unjuſtly uſed, 
rebuked- his Szperzorr, but one mnch Inferiour ro a So- 
yeraign Prince 3 he doth not onely Apologize for that 
miſcarriage with a plauſible excuſe, That 7t was his ig- 


 morancethruſt him on ſo doing (upon hisown long abſence 


from Jernſalem,and their greatcontfuſionin the choice of 
Officers, we muſt underſtand : ) Ln: heis honeſtly plain 
mprofeſling 3 That ſuch behaviour is not tobe juſtified, but 
Condemn'd Ads 23.3, 5. And hequotes the very Text 


of Exoays, which you: laſt heard of, to that purpoſe. 


Now, how unlike #hat holy 77an; and how inexculable 
with al/ good mer, are Thoſe, too many, of this preſent 
Age 5 who. without regard to Truth, or falſhood, or 
any good manners in the World ; and to. be ſure, again{t 
all Chriſtian Reverence to the Word of God, and their 
Lawfiul Governonrs, make it their buſineſs to fill their own - 
Minds, and then the Ears of others, with jealoufies, and 
ſuſptions 3 nay, with Male-interpretations, plain {lan- 
ders, and Reproaches of the  Higheſ# Powers 2 How any 
ſuch Perſons, though they would be counted Chriſt's 
Diſciples, and perhaps eſteem themſelves of the Higheſt 
Form among thcm, can reconcile ſuch Practices with 
Goſpel Principles, 1snever to be ſhewed. | 
| We are certain of this, and I pray God they may 
conlier 


2 


Liver. 


EI. 
conſider it, as they ought 3 That thoſe people have the 
blackeſt Brand put on them, who Deſpiſe Dominions, 
and ſpeak evil of Dignities, both in 2 Pet. 2. 10. and 


ude 8, 


Another and Second Inſtance to the former purpoſe. 


Laſt of - all, our [ſves muſt give an Atteſtation to 
our Minds and Mouthes. God doth require, that we 


ſhould be Internally and Externally AZ of a piece to- | 


(1.) wards our Princes. 
Obey therr 


Lawns. 


and ſupport their State. TONOEE the Forwer.: ſhould 
it ſo happen, that the command of :an Earthly King 


ſhould croſs the command of the King of Heaven : then | 
ſach command is 7pſo fa&o ſuperſeded, and hath no Ob- þ 
For, that we ought to obey God, rather | 
than man, is the Chriſtian DoFine, AC. 5.29. But with- | 


ligation on us. 


al take notice : That when we cannot be aftivein Obey- 


ing, we inuſt be Paſſive in ſubmitting. And -there-is | 
none allowance, but an utter Condemnation of all Re- | 


ſiſtance, and Rebellion in the caſe 3 and by the ſelf ſame 


Do@rine of our Religion. St. Paul injoyneth, That every 
ſoul be ſubjeF to the Higher Powers ; Rom. 13. 1. There 


1s none excepted ; be he Prophet, Apoſtle, Biſhop, - or-of | 


any other Order of Men whatſoever. There is -no 
Priviltedge, or Exemption of any. The :Pope of Rome 
indeed refuſeth his Obedience to the Emperour:-z and, 
at Pleaſure will diſcharge his Clergy, or Laity, from 
their Duty to their Natural Princes. But the Apoſtle 
Parl, and Apoſtate Pope, are of Two Minds, you ſee.: 
they are contrary onetq the other. Theretore, that is 
onereaſon of the . Apoſtles marking hizz for the Man of 
Si , 1n that he doth exalt himſelf above what js called 
God, on Earth, as well as Heaven, 2 Theff. 2..4. But 


whcſo.vyer 


We muſt be ready to obey their Laws, | 
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whoſoever will be St. Paxl's Diſciples, and not the Poper, 
muſt love Obedience, and hate Rebellion. For he that 
reſiſteth. ſaith the Apoſtle, flies iz the face of God : Re- 
fſteth his Ordinance, Rom. 13.2. And though poſſi- 
'bly they may eſcape here 3 hereafter twill be dearly 
paid for, For without Repentance, They that reſijt ſhall 
receive to themſelves Damnation : ibid, And if we will 
prove our ſelves True Chriſtians 5 we muſt bethus obe- 
dient, not onely for wrath; leſt we ſuffer for our Rebel- 
lon : bat for Conſcience-ſake : as we hope to approve 
our ſelves unto God, who hath laid this law upon us : 
ver. 5. 1bid. St. Peter 1s of the ſame mind with St. Pal. 
For in his 1 Epiſt. 2.13, 14. we. read, Submit your ſelves 


 - to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake. Whether 


fo the King as Supreas ;, or to Qovernonrs, as to thoſe that 
are ſent by him. Where you may obſerve, That the 


 Jubordinate, as well as ſupreme Magiſtrate is to have our 


Homage, and obedience, without reſiſtance, paid unto 
him. And this in Conſcience towards God to : for the 
Lord's ſake. Which are but other words, for the fame 


_ thing St. Pau! had ſpoken : ſo that, whatever any ſort 


of men ſuppoſe may be obje&ted by the Law of Nature; 
the Law of Grace controuls that Fancy ; and doth moſt 
plainly determine our Obedience, and the Do@rine of Now- 
is ance. For, who may fay unto the King, What doſt 
thou? Feclef. 8. 4. And this is a great part of our 
Duty, who are M7ziſters to declare unto you 3 eſpect- 
ally, in ſuch a Turbulent, and Seditious Age : namely, 
To put youin mind to be ſubjeJ to Principalities and Powers, 
to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work, Tit. 3.1. 
As if there were little likelihood of ary other Good 
Works ; if this of our Obedrence were neglected. 
Touching the latter 3 Their State muſt be {ypported IM 


likewiſe. And this both by our Purſe and Pe 
C- 4 Need 


ſon alſo. theirState 


» Pf, Need-I remember you, How ſhameful, and unſafe itis 
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for any Kingdom, to havea King that is poor and needy? 
Doth not . the Honour and Tztereſt of a People, then 
Plead for a Liberal Supply unto their Prince ? Bnt you 
ſhall hear, that Contributions to this purpoſe are mut- 
| ter of Duty towards God. For the Apoſtle Rome. 13,6, 
7. faith, For this Cauſe, even Conſcience-fſake, (the 
Words that-do 1mmediately precede) Pay you Tributealſh, 
And the next Verſe, Render to all their due + (not you 
Curtelie, but their Due: }) Tributes to whom tribute, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſiom appertaineth, Which makes me 
greatly wonder, how any perſons of ſober, or of honeſt 
Principles, ſhould ( as they ſay 'tis common ) fteal ther 
Cuſtoms from the King\ *Tis ſo unconſcionable, that | 
nothing doubt it go be worſe than Robbing of qur com- 
mon Neighbour of what are his unqueſtionable.Goodg 
Becauſe our Soveraign's Right is maniteſt.: and the 
Wrong is highly aggravated by the Great, and Publique 
Capacity of the Perſon injured. Tis: plain, our Bleſſed 
Saviour would rather work a Viracle for Paying Tribut 
to the Higher Powers,than negle& the doing itz Mat.11, 
27. Andif he perform this Duty ; ſhould not wag, 
and do likewiſe ? Tag 


Nor areour Perſons .({uppoſe them capable, )'exemp- 


ted from his Service, when, they.are needful to it. Ho- 
nouring of our Parents injoyned by the Fifth Com- 
mandment, antends the helping :of them, upon- occa(- 
on; with our Hand; as well as ficconring them with 
our Eftate. And the Civil Parent juſtly is by all Inter- 

reters included there. Was it not very honourable in 
ttar, a Stranger and an Exile, onely taken under King 
David's Protection, to vow; That IVhereſoever the King 
ſhould be, in life or death, he wonl4 bear hizr company, 
2 Sam. ry.. And ſhould not natural Subjects think them- 


{elves 
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ſelves under a greater Obligation ? Yes: God's Peopht 
of. old, would by no means have their King hazard tis 
Perſon in the Battel: becaule, fay they, Thou art worth 
Ten thouſand of #5: but they would freely .venture their 
Lives for him : 2 $47. 18. They were not for Plotting 
his Deſtruction 3 much lefſs, for a&ual Murdering of him : 
3s was too lately done upon the Royal Martyr by the 
prevailing Party in our late Rebellion ; to the Eternal 
{hame thereof. No, no; to ſave hisblood, they would: 
| ſpill their own; and expoſe their own Throats to pre. 
ſerve the Crown upon his Head, This is the part of 
Chriſtian Loyalty. And let me add 5 That when we 
catinot by ſtrength of Hand, and force of Arms be Ser- 
viceable 3 that muſt be madeup by Counſel and Deſtgns, 
as far as our capacity reacheth. What adventures did 
Hujha, Zadock., and Abiathar, and their Sons run, toſave 
their. King, the Lord's Anoifited 3 and to defeat the 
Treaſons of Ahitophel, 2 Sam. 16, and 17 Chapters? 
Whereas, if their Loyal Practices had been Diſcover'd, 
_ though they had been Maſters of a thouſand Lives, we 
may be ſure, they had all been Sacrific'd to the moſt 
Exquiſite Tortures, that witty, and enraged Traytors 
' could have invented. But there needs no more of this, 

as being taught already in the Dottrine of Obedience, 
which we have before diſcourſed of. 

So much then of the Second Con{tderation 5 to prove 
the peculiar care God takes of Kings 3 by The Charge 
he lays on people concerning them. 


The Third and Laſt I offer'd for the Proof hereof 3 Com/- 


was this 5 God's own very marvellous Aﬀings for them. 
And if it ſhall appear, That numerous Signal Providen- 
ces have been exercisd for the ſafety and preſervation 
of God's Anointed Ones; IT think, we ſhall have over- 

meaſure to our preſent purpole. Now multitudes of 
D Inſtances 


King. 
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Inſtances night be produc'd' of this Nature, both from 
amongſt Jewiſh, Heathen, and Chriſtiaz Princes. I ſhall 
onely pick out one of each, and be brief therein : be. 
cauſe indeed this Point will lead me home to the Third 
Propoſition which 1s {0 near unto our ſelves, as can't but 
prove moſt conyincing with us. 


4 Jewiſh Firſt then, the Care of Providence about a Jewiſs 


King. And David w- the Perſon to be ſpoken of. Now 
he, obſerve it, though hunted unto death, whilſt but x 
Subje& ;. and for none other fault, than Saving of the 
King,and Kingdom 3 doth ſtill approve his Loyalty : not 
onely in not offering Violence to his-Soveraign, whoi 
moſt unjuſtly Perſecuted him : but abhorring the 
thoughts of ſuch accurſed. Treaſon , with The Lord 
forvid, that TI ſhould ſtretch forth mine hand againſ# tle 
Lord's Anointed, 1 Sam. 26. 11. And this, when inju- 
ries provoked, opportunities invited,. companions ur- 
ged, and impumity feemd to Charm him thereunto, 
For he was Heir Apparent 5 and the Crowr: doth purge 
all ſtains. But he was not an Oliver, or a' Bradſhaw :. 
hating to think, that Providence juſtified,or encouraged 
unto. any Villany, And yet, when kimfelf 13 Lawful 
King, there are many Confpiracies tor his Deſtruction, 
[ ſhall take notice but of one ;, but that the worlt of all- 
thercſt: The Unnatural Plot of his Own Natural Child,. 
but Rebellious Son, Abſalom. And here let us conlider, 
Firſt, What a Bloody Deſign it was ! not onely to rc- 
move ill Miniſters of State 5 nor barely, to prune the. 
over-erown branches of Prerogative 3 no, nor-nicerlyand 
fimply, to transfer the Croxn to a better Head. 'Treaſom 
Rampant enough ! Bur' plainly 3 to Crop. off” that Head 
that wears it, 2 Sam. 17. 2. And that this 1s the Na- 
tural Procets of ſacccſstul.Rebellion, our ſc]ves are too-, 
well aware. Texts, ob{ervethe Terrorof the Attempr,, 
| by 


[19] 
by the vaſt Numbers of the Rebells, We read of AZ 
Jjrae; therein engaged : which, at the leaſt, implies a've- 
ry. Great part of the Ten Tribes : Judah onely (which 
includeth Bexjamin). continuing intirely Loyal. Nay, * Anriq. 
* Joſephus tells us, That Davids Army had but abont 1% 
Four thouſand in it. And the Text afſures us, That TY 
* Twenty thouſand of the Rebels loſt their Lives in the Bat-* 2S.m. 
tel. What a frightful advantage had' they therefore in ** 7: 
their Number |! 

But Laſtly 5 The King is Saved; his Enemies Deſtroy- 
£d ; and both by the hand of God. Thou haſt given me 
the necks of mine Enemies : thou haſt delivered me from 
the ftrivings of my people * 'tis God that avengeth me, and 
brangeth down the people under me, ſaith the King : and 
upon this account, as well asany other, 2 S2z..22. And 
note.it z becauſe David wasthe Lords Anointed, he thus 
became the care. of Providence. | As may be ſeen in 
the ſame Song, at Pal. 18. 50. Great deliverance giveth 
he. .to bis. King, autl ſheweth WMCrcy unto his Anointed, EH 
ta Dauid, &*c. 

_ Next, for an Heathen Prince : What a ſpecial Provi- an nmee- 
dence was it toward  Ahaſuervs ; when Two Great !%- 
Courtiers, and his Chamberlains, who Treafonably had 
con{pir'd. againſt his Life, and had ſo fair and many op- 
portunities to effect their Villames, were notwirhſtan- 
ding bar'd the Execution of it? And how more re- 
markable was the care*of God concerning him, in that 
poor Mordecai, no Natural Subject 3 but a Stranger 
and. a Captive taken in War, ſhould firft come to have 
notice of the Treaſon ; and thez have an heart to ad- 
venture the diſcovery of it ? Was it not dangerous for 
4 man in his Circumſtances to Impeach Two ſuch Great 
Perſonages 5 whoſe powerful Intereſt might well threa- 
ten to turn the blow upon his own head,. and mak-- 
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him the Traytor ? And what an abatement to his 7ex 
would it be apt to prove 3 That this very Prince, in- 
tended to be Deſtroyed, was, in a kind, the Deſtroyet 
of his Native Country, and all that was dear unto hin 
In it ? 

Far lefs rebukes than theſe have too often hindred 
many from diſcharge of Duty. But God, that taketh 
ſpecial care of Princes, carries hiny through all difficl. 
ties. The Treaſon is detected; the Traytors Puniſh; 
and the King fav'd, Efth. 2. | 


AClrifti- Laſtly, The Chriſtian King, Conſtantine the Great 5 hoy 


he was delivered trom Treacheries at home 3 preſervd, 
and profper'd m the day of Battle abroad 3 and what fignd 
care the Divine Providence cortumally took of him; 
ts declared largely to us, with ſpecial Remarks of the 
manifeſt hand of God frequently ſtretch'd out for 
him, by the Church Hiſtorian, Euſebins ir via Conſtan- 
But. we need not ſtay Jonger here+ for | our net 
Propoſition, which gocs no further than onr-own doo, 
will put the matter paſt all doubt. --Onely Remembe, 
That if Gods placing Kines in-his own room on Earth; 
charging their people in Thought, Word, a4 Wed to'bi their 
Votaries 5 And Laſtly, doing Wonders for then himſelf 
ſuffice to ſhew the pecuhar care of Providerice ove 
them; then our Second Propoſtien:may be diſcharged, 

as fully proved. : - 
And fo we come to'the oo 1 


+. Preſs 3. Propoſition 3 which is, Our Preſent Sooervigr irs 


ſegnal Inflance of the Care God takes of Kings. - For the 
-efpecial concern of Divine Providence for Royal ſaft- 
ty, 1s plamly manifeſted m His Sacred Majeſty 5 who 
bath obtain'd ſuch frequent, and 'ſo enmnent Salvations 
from the God of all Salvation. Ami under the ſame h- 

| dulgent 


'FV LE Loa et WO ma ns wy AQ ty. 


1 
ck 3] 
dulgert care may he live for ever ! © My buſineſs is not to 
fe alirge account of His Majeſties Life, with the va- 
nons Patiages of the greateſt Jeopardy which by the 


Heavenly Condudt he hath paſſed through. It ſha)l 
fifffce to point at Three, ot Four ſuch great Deliveran- 
ces of ' him, as may convince an Enemy, and an Atheiſt, . 
That the hand of God was with Þi: in” them : and. will 
therefore more” confirm our belic? of the ſpecial Care 
Grd takes of Kings, and alto ftir ys upto greater Thank- 
filnels for his mercy towards our own. OO, 


+ 


The Firſt Deliverance I ſhall, recommend unto you, 1 Dekve- 
fhall be that of ; H- F Majeſties ſtrange, but Jafe, eſcape fro 123 Tance. 


Worceſter.” Not to inilift upon the Extreameſt hazard, 
wherewith his Royal Perfon was envirou'd 1n that fatal 
Fieht, when ſo. many. oF his Loyal Subjeds Fell on his 
Right hand, and on his Left 3 before him, and behind : 
rs 1t not Evident, by thre very glance already taken, that 
his Life was-preciovs iti the light of. God 3 and that he 
eovered bis Head un) that day of .Battle 2 But after that, 
STATAET 88 ST AITTG a2. J983 - al: ity: 32:13 14 +» Ch 
when.all' was Toft; to conſider ſernoully, his hardeſt 
ftifts, and greateſt dangers; , but his Preſervation ſtill, 
nd fe Deliverance at the laſt, muſt make us fay ; 
7 wh the Lords, doing, and it is marugLous in our 
Fes / What was it, think you, for anecellity to lye 
npal' fd” great a Potentate, ro change Majeſtick Robes 


” #F 


for a Pealants Weeds?” To turn his Garter, George of 

Dyamonds, and other Princely Ornaments, into-, the. 

& rſe Accoutrements of meaner Ruſticks? ForaCrown- 
& 


ad; and Royal Face; to be deformed; and ſullyed 

Ys t6 Repreſent a Countrey, Sloverily Swain? That 
he thould take vporhimi the place;,and. bulinels,of an 
oftinary.infertour Servaut, who was the Rightful Lord 
and'Maſter of Three large Kingdoms T And that a'Per- 
for accuſtonrd to the choiceft Delicacices, and greiteſt 
£26 Vaerics,, 


rance, 
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Varieties, with moſt noble Attendance, ſuitable to his Im. 
perial State, and Dignity ſhould be conftrein'd to wat 
his time 3 and then content his Hunger with courſe; 
Fare'; .and ſumetimes. tooof his own Cooking] ſ 
{0 put.to it; that, wet Stockins, gravel'd Shooes, and 


galled Feet muſt be born with patience by Him. . Nay 


Skulking in a Barn, Hiding in Holes, Sheltring in Woods 
and Lodging on a Tree, become good ſhifts! And with 
all, theſe Diſtreſſes, to be infeſted frequently with: the 
Alarms of many Blood-thirſty Enennes, and Jealouſies 
of ſome ſeeming Friends, and diſappointments of moſt 


. pronnſing Hopes! And, as the laſt, and, perhaps; the 
worſt of fuch a Throng of Evils, To. have « Price ſ# | 


on his Head, which far out bad the reward of Jade; 
Treaſon; and ſo the more powerful temptation. to-4 
Traytor ! Yet; that after ſuch Great Difficulties .and 
Dangers, ſpyn out unto full Six Weeks, abating but one 
day 3. after Travelling up and down near Three hug- 
dred Miles, always in the Midſt of Foes, often throug 

his. Armed Enemies Quarters, and ,when the whole 
Country was filled , with Watches, for the ſeizing of 
him 3 .it ſhould be poſſible for our King to get:to Sea, 
andbe Imbarqued with privacy, and ſafety; Eſcaping all 


Miſchiefs, though in the very Mouthes of them 3 Who 


is there that believes a Providence, -.and 15 not. forcd 
to ſay, as Job did.in another caſe 3 The hand of the Lord 
hath wrongkt this ? OL 


2. Delize-” "The next Deliverance to be dbleryed by. us Is, Tha 
from his Exile. *Tis hard indeed, and ſq we ever yult 
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all loſt and gone into the hands' of, Rebels, deferveth 
admiration too T' No doubt the' difficulties met with 
muſt needs be many 3 and his Neceſſities often very 
great. His Loyal Friends that he left behind him were 
but few and thoſe reduced! generally to the loweſt 
Fbb of Fortune. And where ke came, his Enemies 1n- 
fluence quickly grew fo great, that old Allies, and near 
Relations became both ſhy, and weary of him 5 and it 
comes at. laſt to-thar cold kindneſs, That He »mſt not 
ay within their Bordeys.” "But, notwithſtanding all $ 
the fame kind Providence,. that ſaved him. here, pre-" 
ſerves him there - yea, and provides both a ſafe Abode, 
and ſufficient Support tor him. Nor are there many 
Years gone over, before the Fand of (od, in the Eyes of 
all the World, 1s made bare a1d naked on his behalf. 
For when the King harh no Forreign Aid atall : eirher” 
Ny to waſt hint ſafely over Sea, or Army to Fight his 
way on Land': and when his 6Id Faithtul Subjects in 
his- own Domintons, were ſtill kept under hatches ſo, 
that they could raiſe no Fofee, one' way, or other, for” 
his Affiſtance : and when all Power was yet remain- 
ing in thoſe Rebellious Hands, whereby he had been 
baniſh'd from his Kingdoms, and his Birthright : When 
all theſe Monntaines lying in his way, ſhould ſuddenly 
become a Plain, by the A-ruling Providence; and 
matters' be ſo order'd and diſpos'd by the ſame, touch- 
mg Hs Majeſties Reſtauration to the Throneof his Fa- 


| thers3 That, what is Written of Judah concerning' 


David, may truly be apply'd to Ergland, touching 
Charles the Second 5 He bowed the heart of all the men of 
Judah, even” as the heart of one man; ſo that they ſeut 
this word nnto the King 5 Return thou, and all thy houſe : 
2 Sam. 19. 14 ! And our King returned, in peace and 
fafety, with greateſt welcome, ardeUniverſal Joy ; with-" 
out. 


kar unto them 3 nay, and againſt His Sacred Mo 


£244 | 
out_the ſhedding-of__ one drop of Blood, or ſtriking gf 
one Angry firoak !, Which muſt conſtrain us os 

to God in the P/almiſts Words, This is thy hand, an] 
thou Lord haſ# done tt. | 
3 Delive- _ The Third is,, Our Soveraigns Preſervation in the Ig; 


rANnce, 


: 


Popiſh- Plot. And that there was a Deſign, laid deep 
Hell, againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and afl f O0N 
Profeſiors in the Three Kingdoms, with all that wg 


Life ; by the Popiſh Agents, and Sons of Belzal, we hay 


is good aſſurance I think, as any. man could wiſh; | ' 


excepting Them alone, who would have had ws felt i 


For is not the Royal Word, and often repeated, paſs 


upon it ? Have not. Four ſucceeding Parliaments concur( 


to: declare the fame ? Is not the Pablick, Juſtice of th | - 
Nation, . in ſeveral Tryals, Sentences; and Executions, a | 


voucher for it ? . Not to. inſiſt upon the. Point-blank 
Evidences, and: moſt convincing Circumftances to the 
purpoſe. He that can think,” That Judges, Parliament; 
and Sacred Majeſty it ſelf, cgpld either be impos'd upon 
by their too mach credulity 3 or:that they. wonld 1n- 
poſe upon the Peoples Faith, what themſelves believed 
not. mult neceflarily, to my underſtanding, refletin- 
decently 3 indeed, moſt ſcurniloufly, if not worſe, up- 


on their Sagacity, or Integrity; their Wiſdome, or their | 


Honeſty. And this no Loyal Perſon ſurely can be guilty 
of: Though I have not asked yet, Who, on the di 
belief of Rh a: Plot, ftall atone for ſo. much mnocat 
blood-{hed in the caſe 2 All which, makes me very apt 


to conclude, That he that will not now beheve the} 


Plot, neither would he do it, though the Traytors fron 
the dead were ſent to confeſs it to them. But notwih- 
ſtanding there were New Fanxes enough to do the Vi. 
lany ; though the tire, and place, and manner were 
appointed 
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| appointed more than. once; though all the requiſites 
| were preparcec for making.of a Royal Sacrifice by the 
barbarous Butchery of his Sacred Majeſty 3 yet, the 
Alſecing, and Almighty, and moſt Gracious Providence, 
| doth interpoſe, and diſcovers, and difappoints thoſe 
' Helliſh Factors. Thanks be to God, Our King Lives 3 
-Qur Rehigzon ſtands 3 And they are tallen. The Blow 
is turned upon their ' own Heads. ' And as the Pſal-ift 
ſaith, Ttey areſunk down into the Pit, which they made : 
in the Net which they hid 3s their own foct taken. The 
" wicked is ſmarcd in the work of his:own hands, Plal. 9g. - 
45, 16-114)! | vitae: 
; 7 he-Laſt is, Onr Kings Suleation in this laſh Fanatich, $0" 
and Atheiftical Tot. Fonatick it was : as being certainly 
* inſpired of the Devil, that is. And it cannot. but be 
' Mtheiſtical 3, as diſclaiming all ſenſe of God upon their 
Souls, who engaged jin:it- There is not any confiſtence 
of the Principles leading to Aſ/aſſirate Princes, or Maſſa- 
cre Subjects, with any Religion, in the fame mind... And 
.the onely True Religion, (and ovr Church's,) called Pro-,,.,. . 
teftant, jaſtly Condemas them to Hell, from whence againft 
they. came. . : The Efpouſers of them therefore, when &%!. 
they take the Name of Proteſtazts on: them, do but 
Nick-name themſelves, to put a blind upon.the World, 
| andcarry on their Deviliſh purpoles with the leſs ſaf- 
pition. ' They muſt have been brought” up in Tera- 
tixe Loyolas School, or Fohn-a-Leyder's , neceſfarily. 
Tis true, it ſeemeeth a Reproach unto our Religion, 
that thoſe who did wear its Livery, and would be coun- 
| ted belonging: to it, ſhould be given up to-work ſuch 
ickednels: bur really, 'tis none: when we remember, 
That there was a Judas, who was a Devil, among the 
Twelve Apoſtles 5 and had the name of Oze alſo. And 
as that Treaſon was abhorred by the Elever ; '{o is this 
E 
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by all ſound Proteſtants. What was delign'd by 'thoſ 
Wretches, you have had Publick Notice, and a Hirge 
account of, Once, and Again, by His Majeſties Declira. 
tion. Which muſt aſſure every honeſt Man of there. 
ality: of the Plot : although we had not Evidexces, ind 
Confeſſons now made Publick, that are able to conving 
an Infidel ? . But how to aggrvate juſtly the Nature of 
the Thing; and fully" repreſent the diſmal Conſequen: 
ces thereof, if it had ſucceeded : I muſt confeſs, that] 
want both Wit, and Words. The King, and his Roy 
Brother to have been Barbaroully, Brutiſhly, and De. 
viliſhly Aſfaſſinated ! So many Eminent Perſons of the 
. greateſt Quality, and Loyalty butcher d ! What but 
general Maſſacre could have been expected ! What but} 
Three flouriſhing Kingdoms wallowing in their om} 
Blood, conld have enſued thereupon ? I need not fay, 
That our Laws, and Liberties, and Eſtates, muſt haye 
layn at merry-to a' New Civil, and more Bloody War, 
that what we were not long fincedelivered from. Oy, 
that our Dear Religion, and the Goſpel, would hae 
been by ſuch Confuſions caſt upon their Death-bed, if 
everthey had recovered thence. Thereis no manknoy- 
eth, whoſe very Life ſhould have been given him, 'as: 
Prey.! How: frighttul are the thoughts of theſe things!] 
But how abominable to God, and all Good Men, muſ 
be the Authors of them | But thanks be unto God, Our 
King is ſafe 5 and we together -with him. Wheren 
thoſe Men of Miſchief dealt proudly, indeed cruelly; the 
Almighty was above them. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath 
210t. given #44 a Prey unto their teeth. The ſnare js broken, 
and we are eſcaped. Our help is.in the name of the Lori 
who made heaven and. earth.” . Plal. 124. 6, 7,8. Thu 
's, our King a Signal Inſtance of God's ' peculiar Care of 
- Princes-3 which fairly leads us unto the 
W5 . Fourth, 


PR. 


amid 
. 
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Fourth; and Laſt Propoſition : This 3s juft occafton for g. props. 


His Majeſties, aird his Peoples great joy and thaikfilneſs 
unto God. 

All Mercics bring with them juſt matter of Rejoyce- 
ing in, and giving Thanks for, unto God, that gives them. 
But the more ſignal any Blefling is,the greater is the Ob- 
Hhgation thereby laid upon us, to enlarge our Hearts in 
jyful gratitude. 'T'was a great fault in King Hezekiah, 
though a good Man otherwiſe, That he rendred not 
agcin according to the ben:fit done mnto him, 2 Chron.35.25. 
And our Saviour m:kes a juſt complaint againit the 
Nine Lepers, That they returned not to give God glory 
for his Mercy to them, Lyk, 17. 17, 18. | 
' As for our Soveraign 3 ſo many remarkable Circum 
ſtances, in that Deliverance this day acknowledg'd, con- 
cur to commend, and advance the ſingular kindneſs of 
the Almighty towards him 3 that they cannot but. in- 
fluence lus Royal Soul to joyful Thankſgiving. 

As Firſt 5 A Deſign, in its Nature ſo horrid and fe- 
ral, to be dilapointed ! The very Life of Himſelf, and 
Deareſt Brother, with ſuch Cruelty, and Inhumanity 
to be raviſh'd from them ! And by his own 'Subjeds, 
and Servants, that 'ought with alacrity to have lay'd 
down their Lives, for his fake! So many Principal Mi- 
niſters, if not all his Loyal Subje&s, and Three whole - 
Kingdoms lying at ſtake together ! 

- Again, To eſcape ſuch a Plot, that was unſuſpeTed |! 


For though the King knew, no doubt, of a Diſconten- 


ted Party : Nothing is more probable, than that he was 
ſecure of any ſuch vile, and villanous Attempt. And 
truly, the. thing 1s ſo uncouth, and monſtrous, ſo aliene 
from, and adverſe to Humane Nature 3 (to fay nothing 
of Chnitian Religion, which damns thevery Seeds and 
Principles thereof: ). that an inocent, honeſt, and well- 

2 meaning 
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meaning man, bat for ſuch clear Evidence that ſhing 
like the Sun at noon-day, would be apt in this Caſe tg 
take up the words of Nicodemys mm an other, How cay 
theſe things be £ Butfo plain is the proof'; that now for 
one to deny it, ſeems, if not to Confeſs, he is in it; a | 
leaſt, to ſgmhe good wiſhes to it. | 

Yet further, an horrible miſchicf to be blaſted, That 
was ſo eaſe to have been effected ! His Majeſty (though 
not without need, we clearly perceive _) being always 
provided of a meet Defence for his Sacred Perſon; 
yet at this time, and place, out of Confidence, we may 
ſuppoſe, of the Loyalty and Love of his People, ſtem- 
11g to neglect his wonted Guards ; at leaſt to be ſatiſ- 
fied with - a lefs number than uſual; encourag'd the 
Villany, and threatned leſs danger to the vile Under: 
takers. 

Beſides 5 The wrexpeFedneſs of the Providence that 
defeated the Treaſon, adds much to . the mercy of ſca- 
ping it. The burning down of his Majeſties Town, 
kept up the Tabernacle of his Majeſties Body. New-. 
Market Fire, though it: were not likely to quench thoſe 
Traytors thirſt for his Sacred Blood, yet it choak'd them 
from drinking it. For, that fo ſad an Accident there, 
was made the occaſion of great gladneſs elſewhere: i 
' cauſing the removal of the King before his tended, 
and their expeFed Seaſon. 

Laſtly, That a Confederate in the Villany, as deep, 
and as forward as any of the vileſt, ſhould be ſmitten 
ſo with the Horror of the Fact (as himielf doth confeh,) 
that the Feaver and Convulfion of his own mind woukd 
give him no reſt, till he made the Diſcovery ! 

Theſe are all ſuch Circumſtances, _—— would 
do much 5 but joymed as they are, do mightily en- 
hance- the price of God's Care for the King's Preſer- 

- vation. 
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vation. And accordingly they have prevailed upop 
him, for the moſt Solemn. and Publick Acknowledg- 
-ment thereof. Which, paſt all doubt, is very well, an 


' moſt Religiouſly done. That, as Mordecaz called his 
- People, to a day of Publick Gladneſs and Rejoycing, 


for his Own, and Their Deliverance , from Hamarrs 
Rage and Cruelty : So on'a much like occaſion, our 
Soveraign ſhould invite his Subje&s to ſuch a Solemnity 
of | Publick and: joyful Thankſgiving, as at this day: 
both on hisown behalf, and ours. | 

For it muſt be remembred, as 'twas told us before, 
That we likewiſe are concer'd in duty herein. .It muſt be 
our buſineſs, as well as our Kings, To rejoyce, and bleſs 
God for this great Salvation. And were there none 


other reaſon, we were oblig'd hereto, ſolely for the ſake of 


our Soveraign. The Holy Scriptures have told you al- 
ready, That Prayers, and Praiſes befides, are owing, for- 
Kings,,and All in Authoriiy. And what is more reaſfo- 


"nable and juſt > Doth not He Protect us (under God) 


in our Lives, and Liberties,and Eſtates ? Nay, which is 


' yet more : Is not He the Defender of the Faith ; and a 


Preſerver of the Goſpel amongſt us? You know, He's 
our Governour, our Father, and our Head | How great 
1s our Concernment therefore in His Safety and 'Hap-- 
pineſs ? Is there any of us, that can honeſtly grudge 
to fay to our King, as David's good SubjeRs once ſaid 
unto him, Thor art worth ten thouſand of us 2. And if 
God's Church of Old, bewailed the loſs of their King, 
as looſing the breath of their noſtrils, Lam. 4. 20? Should 
not a Chriſtian Church have an Equal Value for their 
King now ? Nay verily, if God had. permitted this 
Dreadful Deſign to have proſper'd, we ſhould have had 
but too much cauſe to have taken up their mournfal 
Diale&:, and in the Utmoſt Extent of its ſenſe too. 

| For 


F 
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Matters'had preſently been hurl'd ! What frights.aq; 
ſpoils; What havocks and {laughters, muſt have inſtant. 
ly followed > Whenthe White Flag of Peace had ber 
div aBlood-colour ; and the ravenous Sword, like a1 
hunger-bit Lyon at his Prey, were tcaring and devay. 
ring, our Flelth 5 whither then could we fly forRefugg 
Say,.that ſome of us might have ſcaped with our Lirg; 

where had our Liberties been ? Muſt not our Ears hay 
been bored 3 and We ſealed an Indenture of perpety 
Slavery to the Prevailing Party ? What would har: 
become. of . Re/rgiov, Poſterity ,, and Numberlcſs Sm; 
God onely. knows! The Prevention whereof, gives y 
juſt reaſon: to ſay; This 3s the day which the Lord hat 
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Duty.” So that, the Refuſers hereof, muſt needs be Rf | 
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, Forl beſcech you conſider, into what-a diſmal,Chyy 


made: we will rejoyce and be glad therein. 
But this will have its more proper place in 
- The PraGical RefleFions on the Whole : which are hi 
theſe Twoz | 


1. Obedience to Man. 
For ; Ns, 
2. Thankfulneſs to God. 


1. For Obedience to Man ;, the Magiſtrate, that is: 
the King as Supreme, and Governonrs, as ſent by him 1 
St. Peter Expreſleth it. And I need do little elſe, tha 
pray, you to remember, What plentiful Teſtimony yo! 
have already had from the Holy Scriptures for thisgret 


belliows againſt God : difobedient unto, and conter 
ners of his Word. Whoever will prove faithful Se: 
vants of the Lord, muſt alſo be found Loyal Subject 
to their Prince. He can never be true unto God, thi - 
is falſe to -his Miniſter 5 which the Magiſtrate 7 : 

: | utiy 
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dutiful therefore, in chearful complying with all goad 
Laws. 'Andif any be ſuſpected : you muſt et mags 
in ſubmitting, where you cannot be active in filling. 
yn alſo higheſt Veneration for your Governour: ; * 
and the Chief eſpecially. Having heard before, That 
the beſt thoughtsof them, ſhould always fill your Minds, 
And let your Diſcourſe be fparing about Pubhck Mat- 
ters 3 and' ſtjll moſt 'reverend'thereof;' and of thoſe 
that manage them. Is it fit ro ſay unto a King, Thou 
art wicked 2 And to, Princes, ze are'ungodly? Job. 34, 
18. Beware of ſpeaking evil of thi Rufers of the peo- 
ple, A&.23.5:'' The beſt Conſtrutons, and beſc Exprefh-. 


- ons of all Publick Managements, do beft become us,and- 


are. due from ' us. ' ' Our diftance will not allow'a due 
Jadgment 3 -and our duty binds us to the faireſt In- 
terpretation of them. | 


= The Covering very rakedeſ7 of Sn eriorers gat the Bleſs- 


ing 4 when the contrary method of divulging it brought” 
theCurſe, Ger. 9. Private Men's Work doth lye at home, 
within their own Sphear : and ſuch aPerſon ſhould check 
his aptneſs to extravagate, with, Who makes wn boy 5 
as our Saviotir once rebuked a Pragmatick Spit; £4.12. 
14?-Why will any'be ſo'buſie then in-Afﬀeairs'sf State: 
which are not their Province 2 Would we conſult the 
Spirit of the Goſpel 3 and tread þzs -Steps, the Prince 
of Peace, and Lamb for Meeknels, that- did ſend it 5 
and #heirs the Sons of Peace, of Patience, and Submifſi-- 
on,who did bringit ; how-eaſie would this bufmeſs be 5; 


 and:how \effequal would the Cound toit prove'with' 


All? Letus therefore ſtudy to be quiet; and do our own 
buſineſs.3 as St. Paul Commands, x Thefſ. 4. 11: '' And. 
according to St. Peter, makea full proof;that-we; Fear 


. Goa, by Honour paid unto the King. oO 
2, For Thankfulneſs unto God. The juſt occaſion, refer. 


for 


RT 


* 


EE 


'for it hath ſo fully been already manifeſted ; that no- 


thing, 
ſo qa | S US. { | 
be now.eolwged 3 how ſhould our Mouthes be open'4 
to Bleſs, and Praiſe the Lord 3 to Exalt and Magnihfie his 
Name, for this ſo great Salvation, , he hath. wrought? 
'Twas not our Strength, ;:and Powerz,.no. Wiſdome and 
Fore-ſight /of 'ours 3 nay, nor our Care and Diligence 
that was contributary tothe Deliverance ! But it was 
God's right Hand, and bis own Arm, and the light of his 
Countenance that did All 3 becauſe he had a favour to wm. 
Shall we-not. ſay then, and fay it from our Hearts; 
Bleſſed. be the Lord, the God of Iſrael, "who  oncly doth 
wondrous things : and bleſſed be bis Gloriows Name far 
Ever, and Ever 2 Do we love our King? Who oughtto 
be the Delight of our Eyes; the joy of our Hearts; 
and the breath of: our Noſtrils. ' Let us Magnife then 
the Almighty, and moſt, Merciful God, That his 4y0in- 
ted was not taken in their pits, Have we a valye farout 
Country? Acquaintance, Friends, and near Relations, 
are they, dear unto us? Let us Exalt his Name that is 


is wanting, but the Pradice of, it 3 whereto 


moſt High , that ;#h#y. are not wallowing in their. own 
goar 3nor it become a New Akeldama, a Field of Blood | 


agasnmn.e WT | 

" our Religion, and the Goſpel more than our wer 
Lives with ws? Let us give thanks, and praiſe to God, 
that ſtill he doth-preſerve thew. For had that wicked- 
neſs profperd, when Irreligion-like a Deluge muſt have 
overwhelm'd::us; what - had become of the Word 'and 
Ordinances, of all true Piety, and Devotion ? 

. Can we forbear the P/almrifts Language now? Blſ; 
the Lord, ,O our Souls : and' all within us, magynifie hi 
holy Name. How ſhould we, from our Hearts, 'as1 
. _ aid, declare God's praiſes with our Mouths > | 
£; An 


otiyes . preſs us. How, ſhould, our Hearts 


.* .*»* 00. '-oe > fa & '© 


Ws ——_—_ —_- - — v» Me. 
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' And let me add. thereto, before we part; How ould 
our Lives aud Converſatio Eccho he eanto ? For [mult 
tell you, That Thank ſgividg\unto God is not. matter of 


” nicer Complement. , Nor are his Praiſes the Jabour. of our 


Lips onely. No man can be truly thankful, unleſs he will 
Je really holy. To ſpeak well of God, and fpurn his 
Laws the while, is like to'Foab's kind faluting of Amaſa 
when heſtab'd him. Whilſt the Life Diſhanours:God, 


it 


the praiſes of 'the Mouth are no better. then' Dung: Sa- 


crificed 5 which will Be thrown back with indj nagtors 
into his Face that offers it. . WH the moſt Holy. and 
Alleeing God account, That Torigue doth, bleſs his, 
Name,” as '3t ought, with';Thanks and Praiſe ;, whole - 
daily tradeit is,to Blaſpheme the fame with hortid Oathes 
ind Execrations, > Or can he reckon thoſe Perions 
thankful for his Mercies, whatever they. fay.z that 
ibbfe*thoſe very Mercies, to. the Service of. PR Luſts,. 
andSathin'* What} ArhGiſfh,fnd Prophanene pay Cod 
the Tribute of his Praiſes !.-Can drunken, Healths;-or 


- wanton Embraces 3 open Violences, on ſecret frauds, 


or any irrehgious Courſes give him Glory 3:t0- whom 
they' bid Defyance.  Aﬀure*your ke Bic yngod- 
ly Lives, and holy. Praiſes, are like the Ark and Dagon z 
they never ftand together itt the fight af Gods, You 
tnuſt ' therefore either. neceffarily leave your : S725, or 
looſe your Thazks ; how fair ſoever they. may ſeem. 
If we would-.then be truly Thankful,: and to-God's 


. Acceptance: Let us praiſe. tim with our, Lips, and 


pleaſe him m our Lives. Let's being deliver d front 
our Enemies, fetve him that hath deliver d us, .77 7:gþ- 
teoweneſs and holinefs before hin all. our days, Lake 1. 
75. This is that Thankfpgiving, which. is-alone thank- 
worthy. . All other is not 'Curfent Coyn ;. mdeed, Re- 
probate Silver. or meer Profs. * Letts be retiewed and: 

| b | reformed: 


# ts rabt Wa + 
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reformed therefore. Let ws Renounce the wurks of dark. 
neſs, and. walk, as Childrex of the light. Let us cleanſe, 


SE Few ie of hy ad ip ie 


feting bolineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. With. 
out a ſifricere endeayour after which, as our Praiſe i 
toft ; fo are our Perſo»s - too, for ever. For God ha 
 teth all the workers of iniquity., 
>" Andtake this further Motive hereunto. You woull 
be, ſurely, counted Loyal to' your Prince 3 but give 
me.leave to tell you, a debauch'd, vicious, and ſinful 
Lifs is fo far from being any proof thereof, that it 
gives great cauſe to fear the contrary. Tis ſomewhat 
hard to think; ' How that Man ſhould be traly Loyd! ty 
his Kizg > that is, an oper: Rebel againſt God. So, ſuch 
Sinners are. Whatever Obligation they may ſtand in 
to their Prince, thole on them unto-God are infinitely 
' greater. And what ſecurity is there, that he that breaks 
| os SO 'Bond, fhould not likewiſe, ſnap, thees- 


: 
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his we are fare of; That Prophane, 2nd Ungodly 


Subje&s may, by their wicked Lives, work great miſ- 


chief to their Soveraign 5 though they. may not mean * 


it in their Minds... And {© we are urged unto Holi- 
nes, on the account of Loyalty alſo. 'T-vas the Pro- 
phets Conſe unto Subjects, 1 Sam. 12. 24, 25. Fear 
the Lord, and ferve hin in Trith, with al your heart: 


confider \how great # "ig be hath done for you. And. 


aſe coms * Brut if Fu ill do wwickedly, ye. ſball be de- 
 ftroyett; bath, fe your King. See. here the Publick 
Miſchief that ay be done by Private Perſons continu. 
ing in their wickedneſs. Even Majeſty it ſelf is not ſc- 
cxre from it. And 'tis ſtrange Loyalty that over-turns 
Spyeraignty ! Whereto, 'tis manifeſt, That Subject's Sins 
have an apparent tendency,  - | 
$5: 85s 3» ia -&4 4 - For 


_ [35] 
For a Concluſion of all. It we love our Ki, our 
| Comntry, our Friends, our Selves, both Souls and Bo- 
dies let it be our care and buſineſs, with higheſt Praiſes 
for all God's merciesz, and This ſignal One, to- joyn the 
Holy Pradtice of a// God's Commandments, : 
Wh h Ps. cith the Scripture; 
olſo offercth praiſe, elorifycth me, laith the Scripture : 
and A that ge 2m. = Converſation wich, wil I 
form the” Salvation of God. Pal. 50. 23. 


